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the poet be his own creature; he must sing like the bird in the air, he must make it his sole business to attain to the perfect development of his powers without regard to public or applause. That is also the best esthetics that teaches the artist to liberate himself. " For here the artist is all-important ; he must feel no joy in life except in his art, and, absorbed in his instrument, must live in it with all his powers and feelings. What does it matter, whether or not the gaping public, when it has ceased to gape, can account to itself for its gaping? "
The artist's only other way to learn is, not from philosophical dogmas, but from the masters of his art. "Since these are not to be had everywhere, let the artist and amateur give us a Ttepl eavrov [personal account] of his endeavours, of the difficulties which have most impeded his progress, of the powers with which he has overcome, of the chance which has helped him, of the spirit which has come over him in certain moments and illuminated him for the rest of his life, till at last, by degrees, he has risen to mighty possessions, and, as king and conqueror, exacts tribute from all correlated arts, indeed from all nature." These would indeed be gold mines of empiric esthetics. But what artists are willing and qualified for such self-analyses ? For the highest and best things come from unconscious influences.
The success of the journal was not as great as the collaborators may have expected. To be sure, from Zurich to Hamburg it created in all the literary circles sensation, admiration, or anger, according to circumstances; to be sure, it hurled abroad a host of firebrands, which scorched here and kindled there, but it could not hope to penetrate the great mass of the public. For that the thoughts were too deep, the language too wild and obscure. A good many complaints were raised on this point. Furthermore, there came about, not as a result of religious scepticism (for the reviewers were not freethinkers), but because of their natural and human interpretation of all biblical and religious questions, and because of their hostility to all priestcraft,